Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HELSIN 01444 II1I02Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SCS-05 SCA-OI CCO-00 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 DOTE-00 EB-07 H-02 INR-07 10-14 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 SP-02 OC-06 PRS-OI SS-15 
USIE-00 USSS-00 SY-05 FAA-00 WRD-OI MCT-OI SSO-00 
INRE-00 /088 W 

004205 I11I06Z/I0 

O II1025Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1618 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS HELSINKI 1444 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, FI 

SUBJECT: HIJACKING OF SOVIET AIRCRAFT 

REF: HELSINKI 1442 

1 . DIRECTOR OF MFA LEGAL DIVISION HAS PASSED WORD TO 
US THAT SOVIETS TOLD HIM THERE ARE NO AMERICANS ON 
BOARD HIJACKED AIRCRAFT. FINNS UNABLE TO CONFIRM THIS 
AS HIJACKERS REFUSE ENTRY TO AIRCRAFT. 

2. ACCORDING OFFICIAL NEWS RELEASE HIJACKERS HAVE 

TWO DEMANDS: FUEL TO MAKE FLIGHT TO SWEDEN AND PERMISSION 
TO LAND IN STOCKHOLM. NEITHER HAS THUS FAR BEEN GRANTED. 

3. FINNS HAVE FORMED CABINET-LEVEL TASK FORCE CONSISTING 
OF FONMIN VAYRYNEN, INTERIOR MINISTER UUSITALO, FINANCE 
MINISTER PAAVELA AND COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER SAARTO. 

4. PRESS REPORTS THAT HIJACKERS ARE ARMED WITH 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 HELSIN 01444 111102Z 

GRENADES AND HAVE THREATENED TO BLOW UP AIRCRAFT. 

EMBOFF AT SCENE REPORTS THAT AREA OF AIRCRAFT CLOSED TO 
OBSERVERS AND THAT WOMEN AND CHILDREN WHO WERE 
RELEASED HAVE BEEN SECLUDED BY FINNISH AUTHORITIES. 

HOUSTON 
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